
“…we are impressed by the incredible 

shared enthusiasm to work together 

to help our students succeed as they 

move through school and life.”

Volunteer: 

Share your time and talent  
to help our students grow.

Donate: 

Our programs depend on your  
generous financial support.

Contact us at:

www.peninsulabridge.org  
or (650) 473-9461.

get involved 
now!

We are officially six months on the job as co-Executive Directors, 
and we are feeling very inspired by Peninsula Bridge.

We have enjoyed meeting students, parents and public school administrators from all over the Peninsula 

who have expressed deep gratitude for the  opportunities provided by our programs. As we begin to deepen 

relationships with donors, school and community partners, and Bridge families, we are impressed by the 

incredible shared enthusiasm to work together to help our students succeed as they move through school 

and life.

Our new Transitions Program for 8th graders is going strong. Over the course of 10 sessions throughout 

this school year, 33 students from Ravenswood, Redwood City and San Mateo-Foster City school districts 

have been mastering academic and life skills needed for high school success. (See the Transitions article 

on page 3 to learn more.)

This coming summer will mark our 25th year of supporting middle school students! We are working 

diligently with our site directors, teachers and teaching assistants to prepare another engaging summer 

experience for the 420 new and returning middle school students expected on June 23rd. We will be 

aligning our curriculum more intentionally with the Common Core Standards as well as expanding our 

hands-on STEM and health and nutrition classes across all grades. Our students will be sure to embrace 

the World Cup Soccer theme throughout this summer’s experience too.

In March, our staff, board and school partners jointly embarked on a strategic planning process to 

evaluate how Peninsula Bridge can leverage the strong community and culture of achievement created 

each summer to a year-round model. How can Peninsula Bridge expand its programming to ensure our 

students realize continued academic and 

personal success through high school and 

college? What elements would we need to truly 

close the opportunity gap facing our students 

and to ensure that they have as strong a shot at 

attending a competitive four-year college as any 

student, if that’s the path they choose? As part 

of this process of self-reflection and inquiry, we have been hearing from many principals, superintendents, 

and school partners, learning from peer organizations, and examining student data, in order to explore the 

key ways Peninsula Bridge can deepen its impact on students. Some exciting new ideas and plans will be 

sure to emerge in the future.

Lastly, we hope that you will join our staff, board members and supporters to celebrate 25 amazing years 

at a gala event on Thursday, October 30 at Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club. We will reflect on  

a remarkable history of achievement and welcome a future of expanded opportunity. Please stay tuned  

for more details in upcoming communications.

We are grateful for your commitment and support. Thank you! 

Best regards, 

Randi Shafton & Jocelyn Swisher, Executive Directors

executive directors’ perspective

June 23 
Summer Program Starts

July 25 
Summer Program Ends 

September 
Transitions Program starts

October 30 
Evening 25th Anniversary Gala 
Celebration at Sharon Heights 
Golf & Country Club

important 
dates

working towards the future

connections
peninsula bridge

spring 2014•   Looking forward with our new Executive Directors 
•   Read about our new Transitions programinside»



by david laurance,
principal of beechwood school
I wish to express my deepest appreciation for Peninsula Bridge 
and the difference that it makes for our students. Beechwood’s 
relationship with Bridge extends back over 20 years when I was 
just getting started at the school and Les Dewitt’s brilliant idea to 
address the dreaded “summer slide” was becoming a reality.

Closing the achievement gap is a daunting task that can only be achieved when the various groups who 

are committed to this challenge work together, setting aside egos and pooling their resources for the 

benefit of children and families. At Beechwood School we believe that our philosophy and program are 

highly effective in helping children from low-income families to become well-educated, contributing 

members of society. In a neighborhood whose students graduate from high school at a rate of less than 

50%, children who attend Beechwood School 

graduate at a rate of 94%. But we absolutely 

have not done that alone. Of our many partners, 

none has been more instrumental to the 

success of our students than the Peninsula 

Bridge Program.

Last summer 43 of our 72 incoming 5th-8th grade students attended Peninsula Bridge. I am comforted 

to know that 60% of our kids will be in a program that will advance their learning and set them up for 

success in the following year. But what about the summer? Isn’t it supposed to be a fun time? Talk to 

the students who attend Bridge in the summer and that is one of the first things that they tell you. “I 

like Bridge because it’s fun”. But the best part is that those same kids will tell you this, “At Bridge, they 

make learning fun. It’s not boring”.  

My students also truly enjoy building relationships with the TA’s and teachers. “I really like the TA’s. 

You get to know about their lives.” “My favorite TA was Jesse. I got to know him well”. “I like learning 

math from Mr. Bennett. He was funny.” At Beechwood we believe, and research shows, that a positive 

relationship between the teacher and the student must be in place in order for the maximum amount of 

learning to take place. It is clear to me after interviewing Peninsula Bridge students and after multiple 

visits to the program, that these kinds of interactions between teacher and student are occurring every 

day at Peninsula Bridge at all of their sites.

Two summers ago, I had one of the great thrills of my 22 years as an educator. I was invited to come 

and visit our rising 8th graders at Woodside Priory. I toured the classrooms and saw our students 

engaged and enthusiastically participating in class.  My unforgettable moment came when I walked in 

to the Science class and saw that the teacher was a former student of mine, Zuhayr Mallam. 10 years 

before that day it had been Zuhayr in the role of student and me in the role of teacher. Zuhayr was a 

Beechwood student who became a Bridge student who became a Woodside Priory student who became 

a UC Davis student who became a Bridge Program teacher and who soon will become a first year Med 

student. Take Peninsula Bridge out of that equation and ask yourself if Zuhayr could have reached  

his potential.  

The Peninsula Bridge program is life-changing for so many eager, deserving students. I have seen it first 

hand and look forward to seeing more Peninsula Bridge/Beechwood success stories for years to come.

“…a positive relationship between 

the teacher and the student must be 

in place in order for the maximum 

amount of learning to take place...”

by Alice Alvarez, Student at Woodside Priory

bridging the path to 
high school success 
with transitions
Peninsula Bridge classes on Saturdays? 
You better believe it! During this school 
year, a group of ambitious 8th grade 
students and their families are participating 
in our new Transitions program. Over the 
course of 10 Saturday sessions, Bridge 
program alumni are honing key skills and 
knowledge that they will need to achieve 
high school success. Bridge teachers 
and program partners are leading classes 
on language arts and math skills, time 
management, organizational skills, the 
high school application process, and 
preparation for high school entrance 
exams. Other partners, like Buckley 
Education Group and area high school 
counselors, are sharing information 
on navigating high school, college 
requirements and financial planning. 

These students are demonstrating true 
commitment to mastering all these areas. 
Long-time Peninsula Bridge English 
teacher, Ken Klieman explains: “Transitions 
provides an invaluable home for our 8th 
grade Bridge program alumni. They know 
they can always come back, let their guard 
down and be open to new ideas and skills 
that they can use for day-to-day success 
as they prepare for high school and 
college.” Peninsula Bridge is grateful to 
Eastside College Preparatory and Buckley 
Education Group for graciously providing 
classroom space, and to our numerous 
instructors including: John Bennett, 
Math teacher at Pinewood School; Cathy 
Shelburne, Menlo School’s Director of 
Admissions; Angela Birts, Bridge alumna, 
Board member and Menlo’s Director 
of Diversity & Inclusion; and our many 
wonderful community partners including 
College Track, the Boys & Girls Club of 
San Mateo, and Foundation for a College 
Education.

alice alvarez
shining bright at woodside priory
Alice Alvarez is a smiling, upbeat 12th grader. Like most high school 
seniors across the United States, Alice just received her college 
acceptance letters. She will attend University of San Francisco in the fall.

After attending Peninsula Bridge for four summers, she went on to a successful high school experience at  

Woodside Priory and continued to stay involved at Bridge as a Teaching Assistant for three years. While  

at Priory, Alice has become a dynamic student leader and activist with strong convictions. Aside from loving  

poetry, dance and co-leading the Diversity Club, she is often wrapped up in writing spoken word about race  

and identity. “If we can see each other with the same lens, we can truly understand each other,” she states.  

She has been part of the national Student Diversity Leadership Conference and is now developing diversity 

curriculum to be used at Priory for her senior project. Alice feels her summers at Peninsula Bridge helped  

her to be better prepared academically and more self-confident. “Now, I don’t doubt myself academically.  

I have the experience to know when I am right.” Alice defines the benefits of Peninsula Bridge in three words: 

community, exposure and growth. She reflects, “I used to be shy, but Peninsula Bridge taught me how to  

be a leader.” Alice finds the Peninsula Bridge experience to be creative and fun and believes that participating  

in the program fostered her interests in being a writer, an activist and a life-long learner. We congratulate  

Alice on her many accomplishments and wish her well as she embarks on her college career.

Through the eyes of another
and maybe even our own
I should be pregnant by 15,  
 not even grown.
I am a woman
So I should know how to cook the 
 traditional tamales y tacos
en la cocina
While the man brings home the bacon  
 (ha, no pun intended.)
So while the orgulloso men are out with  
 “real” jobs, what does that leave me?
Well, as for job opportunities: I am seen as  
 the one who cleans houses
Being on time to clean for the wives and  
 their spouses
I mean, I don’t see anything wrong with  
 cleaning other people’s places.
It’s just that out of all these different races
I’m always seen as the one who cleans  
 the house,
Never the one who owns it.
When I say I’m Latina

I’m corrected by government telling
 me NO, you are hispanic
We created this name for you
 this is the lens we see you through
“We’ve accepted you, by categorizing you
But we will still pull you over just because 
 you look different”
They judge my brown eyes que miren tan  
 oscuros como el café fresco,
My brown wavy hair,
wavy like las olas en el mar
saying, “oh she’s hispanic, she must  
 be Mexican”
I mean there’s only one Latino race that
 exists, right?
There’s only one country? El Salvador,  
 Guatemala, Panamá, Venezuela....  
 don’t exist? Right?
Being told I am lazy,
Told I’m not the typical “American”  
 on a daily basis
Maybe because I’m bilingual
And when I talk I am known for being loud

But it’s only because I am so proud
 of my Latino race
Y por eso, a veces, I sound, un poco   
 creida.
Too exotic for my people
Because I am separated from them
I don’t come from the same pueblito   
that my parents came from.
I don’t fit in either here nor there
Wanting to fit in but where?
When both groups see me through   
 a different lens
and both can’t seem to comprehend
 that those are stereotypes
 then internalized by us
So please take off those glasses
and wipe off the dirt
and realize that this splitting off causes  
 so much hurt
Because once you can finally see clearly
You can see the way that life is meant  
 to be.

“through the eyes 
 of another” 


