
 

Sailing to Success –  
Summer Launch 2013 
By Deirdre Marlowe, Executive Director 

The past few weeks have been 
a whirlwind of activity with our 
Launch Event, a Parents 
Auxiliary Event, and nine 
orientations. It has been a joy to 
meet new students and families, 
and reconnect with those who 
are returning. 

Life is pretty busy at Bridge even when we are not 
working with our summer scholars. One of the 
most exciting changes since last summer is the 
re-envisioning of Bridge as a consortium of 
leading independent schools. In a sense, Bridge 
has been a consortium all along, but we didn’t 
always think of it first and foremost in that way. 
We currently have two Heads of School on our 
Board, but as a consortium all site Heads of 
School will become Board members. We believe 
the new approach will enhance the schools’ ability 
to contribute their expertise to our continuous 
program improvement, engage with our summer 
scholars and their families during the academic 
year, and collaborate in more ways with our 
partner public schools.  
 
This year we piloted a Transitions Program for 
eighth grade Bridge alum and their families (See 
Vol 10, Issue 1).  I would like to thank Eastside 
College Prep and Junipero Serra High School for 
hosting our sessions, TAs Emma Markey and 
Karina Uppal, and the many “guest” TAs from 
Serra. When we concluded the program on May 
11th, gift certificates for perfect attendance were 
given to the parents of students who achieved that 
goal.  Exit surveys indicated that the program fills 
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a need: in fact, students and parents had lots of 
ideas about things we should add next year.  I 
am delighted to report that the program is fully 
funded for 2013-2014 so that all eighth grade 
alum and their families might benefit. 
 
Between the Summer Launch Event, and 
getting ready to share the STEM of sail with our 
summer scholar sailors, we are becoming 
experts on the America’s Cup. Bridge Cup finals 
will be held at the Sequoia Yacht Club in 
Redwood City, and hosted in part by the 
Peninsula Youth Sailing Foundation. 

St. Matthew’s Orientation Summer Launch Reception – TA Volunteers Saint Francis Summer Staff 

Personal Note from the ED 
This is a bittersweet moment in my time with 
Bridge. Summer 2013 will be my third, and last, 
summer. I am grateful for the opportunity to 
have served as your Executive Director in a 
time of growth and change. Please be confident 
that Alan Austin, with the assistance of the 
Consortium, will insure that the transition to my 
successor is smooth. It has been a pleasure 
getting to know and work with all of Bridge’s 
many constituencies. I look forward to seeing 
what lies ahead for the middle school youth we  
serve. 
 
 
Note from the Board Chair  
As Deirdre noted above, she has decided to 
leave us after this summer. We are grateful for 
her work over the past two years, and we will 
miss her. Deirdre is leaving in a very 
professional way, with ample notice, and I am 
confident that we will find a wonderful new 
Executive Director for Bridge. 
 

Open House Schedule 
See the Bridge Program 
 in Action! 
 
Castilleja 
Wed, July 3, 8:30am – 9:30am 
Mon, July 8, 8:30am – 9:30am 
 
Crystal Springs 
Tue, July 9, 6pm – 8pm 
Mon, July 15, 8:30am – 9:30am 
 
Menlo School 
Fri, July 19, 8:30am – 9:30am 
Mon, July 22, 8:30am – 9:30am 
 
Pinewood 
Friday, June 28, 8:30am – 9:30am 
Tue, July 2, 8:30am – 9:30am 
 
Sacred Heart 
Wed, July 10, 8:30am – 9:30am 
Thu, July 11, 8:30am – 9:30am 
 
Saint Francis 
Tue, July 16, 8:30am – 9:30am 
Thu, July 18, 8:30am – 9:30am 
 
St. Matthew’s 
Thu, June 27, 8:30am – 9:30am 
Mon, July 1, 8:30am – 9:30am 
 
Woodside Priory 
Wed, July 3, 5:30pm – 7:00pm 
Fri, July 12, 8:30am – 9:30am 



  

Board Member Profile 
Angela Birts, Bridge Alum 

 
Angela Birts joined 
our Board in March. 
She is currently 
Director of Diversity 
and Outreach 
Specialist at Menlo 
School. Angela is 
Bridge alum who 
entered the 
program as a 13-

year-old 6th grade student. She went on to 
graduate from Menlo School where she also 
served as a Teacher Assistant, and Master 
Teacher for the Bridge program. After 
undergraduate work at Lake Forrest College in 
Illinois, she earned a Master’s Degree in Policy, 
Education, and Leadership Studies (POLS) from 
Stanford University Graduate School of 
Education. Before joining Menlo School, Angela 
worked at College Track and Citizen Schools. 

Summer Launch 2013 
Over 70 people gathered on May 6th at 
Sacred Heart to help launch our Summer 
2013 program with its Bridge Cup theme. 
Several TA’s passed hors d'oeuvres and 
chatted with guests about Peninsula 
Bridge. As guests enjoyed the fare, they 
were treated to an entertaining and 
informative presentation on the origins of 
the America’s Cup and upcoming Bay Area 

events by Tom Ehman, Vice Commodore of the 
Golden Gate Yacht Club and Director of External 
Affairs for the America’s Cup. (It is called the 
America’s Cup not because the USA won it, but 
because America was the name of the boat which won 
the first contest in 1851. US teams continued their 
winning streak and kept the Cup for 132 years.) A 
silent auction provided several opportunities to bid on 
nautical items.  
Thank You to all of our wonderful supporters and 
sponsors for making our 1st annual Summer Launch 
Event a success! 

Thank you to the following foundations, non-profits, and corporations for supporting Peninsula Bridge: 
Foundations/Non Profits:  Atkinson Foundation · E3 · Koret Foundation · Los Altos Community Foundation · David and Lucille Packard Foundation · Mountain View Rotary  

· Palo Alto Community Fund · Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund· Palo Alto Medical Foundation · Palo Alto Rotary · San Francisco Forty Niners Foundation  
· Sand Hill Foundation · Silicon Valley Community Foundation · Sobrato Foundation · SV2 · TOSA Foundation · Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation · Westly Foundation  

Corporations:  Boston Private Bank and Trust · Cisco · Comerica Bank· DPR Foundation · Genentech · Intel · Juniper Networks · Lockheed Martin Foundation · Microsoft  
· Morrison and Foerster · Morgan Stanley · Robert Half International · Shanahan Design 

Parents Auxiliary (PA) 
Most of the schools in our Consortium are 
represented in our inaugural PA. The Auxiliary's 
primary purpose is to increase awareness at 
their respective schools. This group of energetic 
and committed parents is excited to spread the 
word about our program. PA members will: 
 
• speak about Bridge at "PTA" meetings;  
• host House Parties to introduce people to 

Bridge;  
• invite people to the summer open houses at 

the sites;  
• host a table at our annual breakfast; and 
• many other opportunities…yet to be 

determined! 
 
We do have room for additional members from 
Pinewood, Castilleja and Saint Francis; contact 
Maureen Garrett maureen@peninsulabridge.org 
for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Faces at Bridge 
 
Rick Boesen will lead the Sacred Heart sites (5th and 7th 
grade programs). He has taught for more than twenty years 
in Florida, Hawaii and California. Currently, Rick teaches U.S. 
and World History at Junipero Serra High School, San Mateo. 
Rick earned a Masters in Pastoral Studies from Loyola 
University, New Orleans, and has been named Teacher of 
the Year four times. 
 

Tait Wade will lead the Crystal Springs site (7th and 8th 
grade programs). Tait teaches sixth and seventh grade 
English at Crystal Springs, and coaches middle school boys 
and girls soccer. After graduating from Kenyon College, Tait 
taught in Texas, New York and South Africa as a Peace 
Corps volunteer, where she worked as a teacher trainer and 
helped to build literacy programs. She also served as a 
mentor teacher for Summer Bridge in Philadelphia and San 
Francisco. 

 
Krystle Whitney, our summer intern, comes to Bridge from 
Southern Utah University where she received her BS in 
communication, public relations, and journalism. She will work 
with the development team, defining our social media strategy, 
and supporting our summer events. 
 
Welcome Rick, Tait, and Krystle! 
 

 

Tom Ehman, Vice Commodore 
Golden Gate Yacht Club 


