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Perseverance to Achieve 
By Deirdre Marlowe, 
Executive Director 
It is quiet now. We miss the excitement of visiting 
sites and learning that at Bridge math  

is just about everybody’s 
favorite subject!  
How could it not be with 
questions like: “How 
many times would you 
have to fold a piece of 
paper onto itself to reach 
the moon?” The emotion 

of hearing one student say, “Bridge is like a 
garden, and we are the flowers…”The satisfaction 
of seeing a student snack on an apple rather than 
chips after a nutrition class. The “ah ha” when 
students visit workplaces only seen on tv, and 
know that with education they are real possibilities. 
The suspense of how much weight it might take to 
collapse a popsicle stick bridge students built. The 
power of having entire classrooms say,  

“I believe in myself.” 
After my first full summer serving Bridge, I more 
than ever believe in our mission, and the power of 
what we do to help motivated middle school 
students achieve academic and personal success. 
Every summer our master teachers devote the 
majority of their time to the core subject areas of 
algebra readiness and English language arts. 
However, other factors contribute to student 
success, including engagement, self-efficacy and 
persistence. These are highlighted in something 
that happened at our fifth-sixth grade site at St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Day in San Mateo as an 
outcome of our Walk to London. They started a 
15,000 Steps Club for students who walked what 
is a bit more than seven miles in one day. 
Eventually there were twenty members of that 
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select group. This is the abbreviated story I 
would like to share from their summer TA blog: 
“With thirty minutes left to go one day, a 
student had reached 14,000 steps on his 
pedometer -- while an incredible feat, not 
enough to gain membership in The Club. He 
was determined, and decided to run laps 
around the playground. First one classmate 
watched him silently, then another, until one 
student started to cheer. One became two, and 
two became twenty. Suddenly the playground 
was full of kids cheering on their friend. Nothing 
was better than the look on his face when he 
reached 15,000. 
“This illustrates what's amazing about Bridge… 
It's the dedication, teamwork, friendship, and 
overall respect for others that stand out. It's the 
perseverance to achieve… Most importantly, 
it's the fact that when someone needed 
motivation and encouragement, the students of 
Peninsula Bridge were there for him, cheering 
him on and not stopping until he made it.” 

Walk to London – We Made It! 
The final steps have been taken, miles have 
been recorded, calculations have been made…  
The site that walked the furthest was St. 
Matthew’s with an amazing 3299 miles, over half 
the distance to London. It’s no surprise that one 
of the top individual walkers came from St. 
Matthew’s; Mary E. was the top female walker 
with 103 miles logged in only 5 weeks. Kelvin S., 
from Crystal Springs, was the top male walker 
also with 103 miles. Both Mary and Kelvin 
averaged about 5 ½ miles a day! 
Congratulations are in 
order for all of the 
students who worked so 
hard and walked enough 
to make it to London and 
back with miles to spare. 
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Sound Body, Sound Mind 
Theresa Donovan Brown has been part of the 
Peninsula Bridge community for more than a 
decade. Her daughter, Julia, was a Teacher 
Assistant at the SHS Bridge Program for two 
years where she spear-headed an instrumental 

elective. Last  
spring, Theresa 
asked if sites 
would be 
interested in a 
nutrition class for 
our summer 
scholars, 
especially since so 

many of them are at risk for Type II diabetes. Six 
sites were. Theresa comes by her interest in 
nutrition organically; her mother was a long-time 
nutrition teacher, and Theresa has been a 
volunteer teacher of the subject in San Mateo 
County. Using tools and examples from 
mathematics, social sciences, language arts, 
economics, behavioral science, business 
marketing, food politics, chemistry, biology, 
history, anthropology, gardening, and physical 
education, Peninsula Bridge students learned to 
relate their own nutritional health to the choices 
they make in their eating and activities. Sites 
that had gardens used the harvest to get a 
hands-on sense of nutrition with raw foods, or by 
making things like pesto.  
All students got an opportunity to try their hand 
at portion control, as pictured here. Theresa saw 
some of her students make changes in their 
food choices just from a few days with her. “The 
kids in my classes – brimming with curiosity and 
engagement -- made my brief times with them 
zip by. Together we explored, ever so briefly, 
principles of health that will underpin their wide-
open options for leading healthy, happy, 
productive lives.” Theresa hopes to continue this 
effort next year. 

Bridging the Gap 
Lucas Brooks, Summer Intern 

Lucas Brooks, Paly Class of 2012, joined 
us this summer as our video intern. “As a 
Black student whose parents are both 
Ph.D.'s, one of the first things that 
became important to me when I entered 
high school was that everyone have the 
same educational opportunities that I do, 
so I did whatever I could to spread the 
resources I had been blessed with to my 
underrepresented peers. In my school 
district there has historically been a 
sizable minority achievement gap. In the 

class of 2011, roughly a third of Latino students and less than half that percentage of 
Black students graduated ready to go to a four year college whereas nearly all of the 
White and Asian students (85-90%) did. Outside school, most of my activities were 
focused around this issue, and I discovered that the most practical way of 
approaching it was through engaging the entire community -- students, parents, 
teachers, administrators and school board members. This summer when I was looking 
for a new way to help out my community and gain valuable experience, I knew exactly 
what I was looking for and found it in Peninsula Bridge. I am grateful for the time I 
spent in the Bridge community with its incredible staff and its ecstatic students, and 
can't wait to see what this generation of Bridge students will do for the world with the 
opportunities that this program has given to them.” Lucas will be attending Claremont 
McKenna College in the fall where he hopes to study government because “Service 
and People are very important to me, and because I believe the Purpose of 
Government is to Serve the People.” 
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What Do TA’s Do? 
TAs are late high school students or 
early college alum from our host 
schools or Bridge alum. They are a 
critical link between site directors and 
master teachers and the middle school 
students we support.  TAs are 
assigned to master teachers and 
assist in daily planning and delivery of 
lessons, including prepping materials, 
correcting homework and providing 
differentiated instruction. TAs also plan 
and lead enrichment activities. They 
do a great deal toward engaging our 
summer scholars in their education. 
TAs are old enough to be respected, 
but young enough to be believed. 
While touring a site, student told a 
visitor, “You’re really smart… And nice. 
You should apply to be a TA next 
year.”   
TAs benefit, too. Results include 
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improved leadership and teaching 
skills and increased cultural 
competency, which is increasingly 
important in this ever-diversifying 
world.  
Here are some of this summer’s TA 
led activities in addition to sports: arts 
and crafts, advisory activities, 
inquiry-based science curriculum, 
real-world math, self-defense, 
gymnastics, computer-based music 
composition and production, Mandarin 
Chinese, inter-site track and field day, 
geometry, creative writing, guitar, 
physics, photography, organic 
gardening, meditation and yoga.  
And more… 
“Every minute of their experience is 
important to me and I want their last 
impression of Bridge to be memorable 
even if they are just entering a yellow 
school bus. The little things matter”. 
-- Rachael Siegman, 2012 Menlo TA 

Teresa and Students 

Lucas Brooks (l), Bridge Video Intern 

A huge thank you to the following 
2012 Career Day Hosts: 

DPR Construction  
Franklin-Templeton 
Genentech 
KMVT-TV 
Microsoft, 
WSG & R 
Yelp 
 


