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Taft and Peninsula Bridge have been 
collaborating for the past three years. Taft 
students cover the spectrum, from those 
who are struggling to those who are high 
achievers. 

“Our model is a perfect fit with 
Peninsula Bridge because they target 
advanced kids who need enrichment, and 
that complements our efforts very well,” 
explains Lupe. “It’s a good way to reach 
students who are already excelling but 
need to be challenged further,”

“And, kids love the program,” she  
continues. “Bridge stretches them in 
ways we can’t because we don’t have the 
resources. It promotes self-growth, which 
is reflected in the way the kids become 
leaders and, then, transfer those skills 
back to the classroom here.”  
(Continued on page 3)

Peninsula Bridge Connections

hen you look through the lens of a camera, you 
can get a different view of the world. Sometimes, 
the photos you take reveal beauty you didn’t 

even know existed. That’s one of the things 26 incoming 
fifth graders learned this summer in “Finding Beauty All 
Around Us,” a photography class offered as part of the 
enrichment activities at Peninsula Bridge’s summer 
program at Castilleja School.

“I wanted the kids to look around their environment and 
see that, no matter what their circumstances, there is beauty all around them and 
they can get the best the world has to offer,” says class teacher Anita Schiller. A 
retired high tech executive whose lifelong avocation has been photography, she 
has published two books of photos.

Anita designed the class curriculum to tie in with the students’ other classes. Each 
was given five assignments: to take photos of each other, their surroundings, their 

family, friends, communities 
and things (nouns). The final 
project was to take a photo 
of an action (verb).

“The students really 
surprised me,” comments 
Anita.  
(Continued on page 2)
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Public-Private Partnership Is Key To 
Touching More Students

upe Guzmán, assistant principal at 
Redwood City’s Taft Community 
School, grew up on the Mid- 

Peninsula and feels very close to her 
community. As a student, she went from 
public to private school, eventually 
receiving her high school diploma from 
Menlo School. She knows first-hand the 
doors that can open for students when 
public schools and private schools build 
relationships. So, when Peninsula Bridge 
approached Lupe about creating a 
partnership, she was delighted.

“I see the positive results in our 
kids who attend the Peninsula Bridge 
program,” says Lupe. “But, more than 
that, they bring what they’ve learned back 
to their classrooms at Taft during the 
regular school year, and that benefits all 
our students. Peninsula Bridge doesn’t 
just help promising middle school kids. It’s 
good for every student.”

Focusing On Beauty

Photography student 
Dominique Bickerstaff

Photography student Angelean Johnson Photography student Anahi Avila
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Measuring Success

By Grainger Marburg
   Executive Director

ow do you measure success? 
How do you know if your program 
is doing well and accomplishing 

its mission? These are two of the most 
common questions we hear from current 
and prospective supporters of Peninsula 
Bridge. There are a lot of good and worthy 
organizations out there, and metrics have 
become increasingly important in deter-
mining where to invest resources.  

Success, of course, means different 
things to different people. At Peninsula 
Bridge, we gauge success by both the 
academic and personal growth of our 
students and the organization’s overall 
vitality. We believe improved test scores 
and self-confidence are inextricably 
linked, and that parental involvement is an 
integral component of a student’s success 
at school and at home. We understand 
that without a strong and fiscally healthy 
organization, we can’t achieve the student 
outcomes we’re seeking.

This has been a good year for us by any 
measure. Our accomplishments include:

•  Opening our first new program site 
since 1994 at St. Joe’s in Atherton;

•  Increasing the number of middle 
school students by 20 percent from 
2007;

•  Improving test scores in math for 85 
percent of our students and in English 
for 80 percent of our students, during 
the summer program;

•  Enhancing student self-esteem (97 
percent feel they are better able to 
express themselves);

•  Preparing students for the upcoming 
school year (more than 95 percent feel 
better prepared for the academic year 
in reading, writing, and math); and

•  Launching two new pilot programs 
for parents and students to provide 
additional support during the regular 
school year.

I ask you to pause for a moment and 
celebrate the achievement of our students 
and the accomplishments of the organiza-
tion. Then, let’s focus on the work ahead.

Grainger Marburg
Executive Director

“I felt the images they created were 
as good as any fine art photography 
you might see in a museum. I am 
very proud of them.” 

The student photographs will be 
on display at the upcoming Fifth 
Annual Bridge Builder’s Breakfast 
on November 12.

Looking back on the first time she 
has taught photography to a group 
this young, Anita reports it was a 
tremendous success.

“I believe some of the kids 
discovered the seeds of a passion, 
and some found out they could be 
creative,” observes Anita. “They 
now see with a more critical eye, 
and I don’t think any of them will 
ever look at a photograph the same 
way again. For a 10-year-old, that’s 
pretty big.”

Focusing On Beauty 
(Continued from cover) The World Through The Eye 

Of A Bridge Student

Photograph by Anahi Avila

Photograph by 
Dominique Bickerstaff

Photograph by Anahi Avila
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Taft’s goal is to help children develop as critical thinkers, 
and Bridge has played a part in making this happen by 
opening up new horizons for students and encouraging 
them to pursue their education via different avenues. Bridge 
students love sharing with their Taft classmates some of the 
creative ways they’ve enhanced their knowledge through the 
summertime program. For example, the fun “grammar rap” 
that has been so effective in teaching grammar principles, was 
a huge hit when the Bridge students brought it back to Taft.

“I firmly believe our collaboration with Bridge has positively 
affected our school’s performance in measurable ways,” 
claims Lupe.

Despite the life challenges most Taft students face, 42.2 
percent of them score proficient or advanced in English 
Language arts and 70.2 percent in Math on the California 
Standards Test. In addition, Taft, which had been identified 
as a Program Improvement school according to the No Child 
Left Behind Act at the time it first became involved with 
Bridge, has since met its AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) 
targets twice and is no longer on the program improvement 
list.

“We are very happy about our partnership with Peninsula 
Bridge, and are open to any way we can expand this relation-
ship to continue to benefit our students,” Lupe concludes.

Public-Private Partnership 
Is Key To Touching More 
Students 
(Continued from cover)

Bridge Family Album

The Nguyen Family – Brian’s eighth 
grade graduation from St. Elizabeth Seton 
School. (from left to right) Annie, Bridge 
student, currently in sixth grade at St. 
Elizabeth Seton School. Amy, Bridge 
alum, Bridge teaching assistant/mentor 
at Woodside Priory Bridge and currently a 
senior at St. Francis. Brian, Bridge alum 
and currently a freshman at Woodside 
Priory School.

We honor Bridge parents and families who strive to provide 
excellent educational opportunities for their children.

The Perez Family –(from left to right) Robert 
Perez, a recent graduate of the Peninsula Bridge 
Program, recipient of the Les DeWitt award at 
Woodside Priory Bridge, and currently an eighth 
grader at St. Elizabeth Seton School. Bob Perez 
(father); Martha Perez (mother). Jeffrey Perez, 
Bridge student and currently a seventh grader at 
St. Elizabeth Seton School.

The Zamora Family – Picture taken at Roger Zamora’s 
graduation from St. Mary’s College. (from left to right) 
Margarita (mother). Roger, Bridge alum, graduate of 
Menlo School and graduate of St. Mary’s College 
(majoring in Political Science). Rigoberto (father). Erica, 
Bridge alum and currently a freshman at Woodside High 
School. Karen, Bridge alum, Bridge teaching assistant/
mentor at Menlo Bridge, graduate of Menlo School and 
currently a sophomore at San Jose State. Mark, future 
Bridge student (just started kindergarten).

Bridge Welcomes 
Newest Board 
Member

ric Salvatierra, Vice President of 
Operational Excellence at the 
PayPal Business Unit of eBay, 

has joined Peninsula Bridge’s board 
of directors. He has worked in finance 
since 1994. Eric joined eBay in 1998 
and helped execute it’s very successful 
initial public offering. During his years 
at eBay, he has held numerous roles in 
finance, strategy, risk management and 
operations in all three of eBay Inc.’s 
Business Units. 

“From an early age, I learned that a good education is 
a valuable gift. Moreover, an education that helps an indi-
vidual understand and unlock their true human potential is 
priceless,” says Eric. “I think Peninsula Bridge is a fabulous 
organization. The name really conveys the simple yet powerful 
idea that drives it, striving to help low-income students build 
a bridge to their potential by creating programs that leverage 
the great local community resources, relationships and role 
models that exist on the Peninsula. I’m really thrilled to be a 
part of this great organization!”

Eric Salvatierra
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The mission of Peninsula Bridge is to promote academic and personal success for motivated middle school students from under-resourced communities.

Upcoming 
  Events

 Wednesday, November 12 – 7:30 am to 8:30 am
  Peninsula Bridge 5th Annual Benefit Breakfast 

Sharon Heights Golf and Country Club, Menlo Park

 Friday, November 15
  Valparaiso Bowl – Sacred Heart vs. Menlo School 

at Woodside High School 
Frosh/Soph – 4 pm, Varsity – 7 pm

 Friday, January 30
  Castilleja vs. Eastside College Prep 

Benefit Basketball Game 
at Castilleja School, Joan Z. Lonergan Center 
6:30 pm

 Tuesday, February 3
  Woodside Priory vs. Sacred Heart Basketball 

at Woodside Priory School 
JV – 5 pm, Varsity – 6:30 pm

* Gate proceeds from athletic events will benefit 
Peninsula Bridge.
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Prefer e-mail? 
It can be a win-win situation. 
Some people prefer receiving communications like this 
Peninsula Bridge newsletter via e-mail. Are you among 
them? If so, please let us know by e-mailing Sherri Shaner 
at sherri@peninsulabridge.org or calling 408-358-8805.  
Not only will you save paper and make your life simpler, 
you’ll be giving back to Peninsula Bridge by helping us  
trim our costs.

You Are Invited To Our 
Fifth Annual Bridge 
Builder’s Breakfast
You are invited to the Fifth Annual Bridge Builder’s Breakfast, 
“Be the Bridge”. This is a free event sponsored in part by 
Borel Private Bank and Trust Co.

This year’s Bridge Breakfast will feature 
a new video shot entirely by a team 
of teacher assistant/mentors from the 
different Bridge sites. Team member 
Nathan Feldman, a senior at Wood-
side Priory and a three-year Peninsula 
Bridge teaching assistant/mentor 
veteran, says about the project:
“It was exciting to be watching kids 
from afar and capturing a Bridge 
student’s genuine moment, whether it 
be with another student, a teacher, a 
TA, or while working independently. 
The final product will reveal an insider’s 
perspective into the world of Bridge and the minds of 
the kids who spend five weeks learning new skills and 
discovering things about themselves.”
Other contributing TA’s to this project include: 
Woodside Priory site: Angelo Ledeza, Hadley Greswold
Sacred Heart Prep site: Jade Fields, Maral Habib
Menlo School site: Ashley Quintana, Jenny Gaona
Castilleja School site: Griselda Carlos, Mia Taper

If you would like to attend, volunteer or be a Table Host, 
please contact Sherri Shaner at (408) 358-8805, 
sherri@peninsulabridge.org.
We look forward to seeing you!

Peninsula Bridge TA
Nathan Feldman


