
 

Bridge Cup Results 
Pinewood’s boat,!The Ratchets, powered by Luis 
Diaz, was the fastest to the finish on July 17th. He 

was cheered on 
by students 
from the Saint 
Francis site 
where he had 
been the year 
before. The 

team topped their win with a sail on the Dolci 
Sogni (Sweet Dreams) captained by Winston 
Bumpus and crewed by Alex Huang. The Priory 
team, which had the most ingenious wind power 
scheme, also sailed aboard the DS. All other 
competitors sailed with the Sea Scouts on the 
Gryphon. After the bay sail, the group enjoyed a 
dinner prepared by wonderful members of the 
Sequoia Yacht Club. 

 

Summer 2013 
Summer 2013 was our twenty-fourth program 
summer. How we’ve grown, from one site with 
twenty-six students, to nine sites with four 
hundred twenty students! While we remain true to 
our original vision, what Bridge offers has also 
increased.  
Two years ago, a student commented that one of 
his colleagues could be the next Einstein – not at 
all a stretch this year with nearly four hundred 
students engaged in hands-on science. But, 
Summer 2013 offered our scholars much more. 
Some students got to see (and play in) the ocean 
for the first time. Or see a tiger. Or crack wise 
with Shakespeare. Or play jacks with robot 
surgeons. Or read several novels. Key take-
aways for students are that they can learn all 
kinds of new things, and that learning is fun!  

Peninsula Bridge Connections 
Dream·Believe·Achieve 

The mission of Peninsula Bridge is to promote academic and personal success 
for motivated middle school students from under-resourced communities. 

Contact Us: 
P.O. Box 963 
Menlo Park, CA  94026 
Phone: 650-473-9461 
Fax: 650-473-6091 
info@peninsulabridge.org 
www.peninsulabridge.org 
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Diya Rajan, Video Intern 
This summer we had summer scholar sailors at 

sites from Mountain 
View to 
Hillsborough, and 
an intern all the 
way from India via 
London! Diya Rajan 
had a longer than 
usual summer 
break so she took 
the opportunity to 
come for an 

extended visit with her American cousins. Diya 
landed on June 20, and was at TA Training on 
June 21st. When asked if her name has any 
special meaning, she replied, “My name means 
lamp! There are special candle lights called 
diyas. It's slightly cheesy, but it goes with my 
older sister's name, Roshni, which means light.” 
Diya said that she immediately felt welcomed and 
a part of the team. After filming at all sites, Diya 
believes, “That there is nothing like Bridge in 
England… It is a great way for kids to be on a 
more equal footing when they start high school.”  
What particularly impressed her was “how eager 
to learn kids were – even in summer.” Diya is 
looking forward to seeing the Breakfast Video. 
which will be created from the film she took. 

Sailing with the Sea Scouts Castilleja Scholars and TAs 

 
Important Dates 
September                            
Parents Auxiliary Meeting        
Tues, Sept 10, 10:30-11:30am 
Bridge Offices 

October 
10th Annual Breakfast 
Sailing to Success 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed, October 9th, 8:30-9:30am 
Sharon Heights Golf & Country 
Club 
Online Registration: 
www.peninsulabridge.org 
or call 650-473-9461 
 
Transitions Program Begins 
Sat, October 12th thru 
Sat, May 10th 
 
November 
Peninsula Bridge Valpo Bowl 

 

Fri, Nov 15th @ Sequoia HS 
JV @ 4:00 
Varsity @7:00 
 

 

Bridge by the Numbers – Summer 2013 

• 420 students served 
• 214 boys, 206 girls 
• 57% more students than in 2009 
• 58,000 program hours -- 40% spent in STEM 
• 105,000+ pages read (250/student) 

Ceramic Flotilla Race to the Top 



  

Thank you to the following foundations, non-profits, and corporations for supporting Peninsula Bridge: 
Foundations/Non Profits:  Atkinson Foundation · E3 · Koret Foundation · Los Altos Community Foundation · David and Lucille Packard Foundation · Mountain View Rotary  

· Palo Alto Community Fund · Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund· Palo Alto Medical Foundation · Palo Alto Rotary · San Francisco Forty Niners Foundation  
· Sand Hill Foundation · Sidney Stern Memorial Trust · Silicon Valley Community Foundation · Sobrato Foundation · SV2 · TOSA Foundation · Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation · Westly Foundation  

Corporations:  Boston Private Bank and Trust · Cisco · Comerica Bank· DPR Foundation · Genentech · Intel · Juniper Networks · Lockheed Martin Foundation · Microsoft  
· Morrison and Foerster · Morgan Stanley · Robert Half International · Shanahan Design 

Thank You to all Volunteers! 
A very big thank you to all our 
on-site volunteers: Faz Bashi 
for cartooning and for bringing 
his sister and medical students 
in to lead dissection labs; Dr. 
Morton Grosser and Adam 
Petersen for their lectures on 
sailing; Jeanne Rosner and 
Theresa Donovan Brown for 

weeks of nutrition instruction; Joe Mravca of i-Cracked for 
demonstrating mobile iphone repairs and talking about the 
importance of staying in school and following your dreams. Once 
again, we thank the volunteers from DPR for teaching bridge 
construction to more than 300 summer scholars. Our sincere 
gratitude to our field trip hosts: Agilent, Mountain View Performing 
Arts Center, Intuitive Surgical, Revolution Fuel, Wilson Sonsini, 
Yelp, and Genentech. Special thanks to Sequoia Yacht Club, 
Peninsula Youth Sailing 
Foundation, and Redwood 
City Sea Scouts for hosting 
our Bridge Cup Final and 
taking summer sailor scholars 
on the Bay.  Finally, words can 
only begin to express our 
appreciation for the hundreds 
of volunteer hours contributed by TAs. 

Practice, Practice, Practice…Perfect 
Back in the day, all school children learned to draw. If they could not 
draw a reasonable and recognizable likeness of things observed in 

life, they were not 
considered educated.  
Today, though, many 
children are discouraged 
about drawing, believing 
that they should not try if 
they do not have talent. 
Amanda Naper-Victoria, 
art teacher at Menlo this 

summer, proved to many that drawing is a skill which can be 
perfected. During Week 1 students focused on drawing three-
dimensional shapes. During Week 2 they were introduced to 
shading and perspective. In Week 3 they sketched still lifes. During 
the final weeks of the program, the Menlo site visited the San 
Francisco Zoo in search 
of an animal which 
represented a student's 
personal characteristic. 
Student choices ranged 
from peacocks to tigers 
to penguins and koalas. 
Then students crafted 
their representative 
animal in papier mache. 

Heard Around the Sites… 
“I can’t wait to congratulate our students on their incredible journey, but we also don’t want to let them go.” 

“I am beyond grateful for the experience of being a mentor and a friend.” 

“Seeing that students were actually learning lessons from my classes and retaining information was the best reward.” 

 

Cracking the Code and Walking on Water – TAs Show Summer Scholars How 
Science isn’t just a subject. Science is a great way to make school relevant. Here’s how two sites did it.  
Marissa Maimone, a rising sophomore double major in biology and child development at Tufts University, returned 
to lead the effort at Crystal Springs to complete development of a two year science rotation. Marissa said their first 
consideration was that there be “at least one experiment a day.” In all their investigations, students are asked to 
refer to the acronym OPEC – observe, predict, experiment and conclude.  Units included the STEM of sail and 
properties of water which connected to the program’s Bridge Cup theme, chemistry and biology, the environment 
and psychology.   
Priory TA Charlie Tidmarsh developed five weeks of curriculum jam-packed with safe labs and experiments. 
During a surface tension lab students saw soap disrupt water bonds. Students could balance paper clips on the 
surface of a paper cup filled with water, but when dish soap was added, the paper clips sank. Student teams 
worked on Rain Gutter Regatta sailboats and applied various lessons from STEM of sail classes. One team used 
their ingenuity to get their boat to travel ten feet in 2.8 seconds. During a week of life science, students extracted 
DNA from strawberry cells. The result? 120 students who are excited about science, and curriculum that is 
available to all sites.   Tornado in a Bottle 


