
Events
Corporate Broom Ball 
Challenge
Fri May 18th, 12-2pm
San Jose Ice Center
For team information contact 
Brian O’Kelly, briano@dpr.com 

2012 Summer Tours
Woodside Priory
Tues July 3rd, 11-12noon 
Thurs July 5th, 9:30-10:30am

Menlo School
Thurs July 5th, 1-2 pm
Fri July 6th, 9-10:30am

Sacred Heart Schools
Fri July 6th, 1:15-2:15pm
Tues July 10th, 9:30-10:30am

Castilleja School
Tues July 10th, 1-2pm
Wed July 11th, 9:30-10:30am

St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Thurs July 12th, 9:30-10:30am 

Crystal Springs Uplands
Thurs July 12th, 1-2pm
Tues July 17th, 9:30-10:30am

St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Tues July 17th, 1-2pm

Pinewood School
Wed July 18th, 9:30-10:30am
Thurs July 19th, 1-2pm

Saint Francis High School
Tues July 24th, 9:30-10:30am

Wed July 25th, 1-2pm

RSVP to Sherri Shaner

sherri@peninsulabrige.org

Peninsula Bridge Connections
dream · believe · achieve

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 963
Menlo Park, CA   94026
Phone: 650-473-9461
Fax:     650-473-6091
info@peninsulabridge.org
www.peninsulabridge.org

Training to Be the Best
by Deirdre Marlowe, 
Executive Director
When I first got involved in this kind of work I was 

passionate about 
education as an 
instrument of social
justice, a tool for
achieving the equity 
that our Founding 
Fathers wrote about. I 
still have that passion, 
but have since learned 
that sometimes this 
work is largely about 
buses and food! Not 
quite true, although 

sometimes it feels that way: for example, the cost 
of transportation is about 80% that of our algebra 
readiness program. 
Peninsula Bridge is best known for its Summer 
Program, so you might think that winters are quiet. 
Quite the opposite! Here are some of the things 
that we’ve been doing to prepare for Summer 
2012: 
•	 Learning about new approaches to language 

arts and algebra readiness
•	 Exploring connections with other             

organizations so that our students will have 
wrap around support during the school year 
and when they go on to high school

•	 Developing a transitions program for our 
eighth graders and their families to improve 
their success in high school and beyond

•	 Collaborating with our nine Site Directors to 
ensure the best possible Summer 2012 pro-
gram for our students

In addition to all the activity described above, 
Bridge Central is in training. This summer
we will be staging our first ever SummerFest. 
SummerFest 2012 will celebrate the London 
Olympic Games which begin in July on the last 
day of the Bridge summer program. Our sites will 
incorporate many curricular connections to the 
Games with an emphasis on history, geography 
and fitness. Students will be exposed to Olympic 
sports which are new to them. Two sites will hold a 
track and field event at a local college. Most excit-
ing is that our students will walk to London: they 
will compete in our own Olympic Bridge-a-thon. 
Teams will compete within sites and across sites 
to see who will walk the farthest, and who will get 
there first – 5,731 miles or 8,645 kilometers! There 
will be opportunities for a variety of sponsorships. 
Look to our website soon to find out how you 
can become part of the Bridge-a-thon to London. 
Meanwhile, keep training for summer!

We note with sorrow the passing of former Board 
member, Eric Salvatierra. His insight, ideas, 
and passion for our mission helped inform 

the work we do today; he is missed.
www.legacy.com/obituaries/mercurynews/obituary.

aspx?n=eric-salvatierra&pid=156609847

The mission of Peninsula Bridge is to promote academic and personal 
success for middle school students from under-resourced communities.
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New Summer Sites & 
Leadership in 2012
St. Matthew’s, Pinewood School, Saint Francis
Bridge will be adding two new sites in Summer 2012: Pinewood School 
in Los Altos Hills, and Saint Francis High School in Mountain View. 
Peninsula Bridge is also pleased to welcome a new site director to our 
5th-6th grade summer program at St Matthew’s Episcopal Day School.
 
Scott Riches, President of Pinewood, says “Pinewood School is 
thrilled to be joining the Peninsula Bridge Program and 

becoming one of three host sites in Santa Clara 
County. We have been exploring opportunities 
to provide more public and community outreach, 
and feel Peninsula Bridge will be the perfect 
partner in achieving some of these goals.”  Dr. 
Bonnie Traymore will be the Site Director for 
Pinewood. Bonnie is a high school history 
teacher; she also leads a team of student
volunteers who tutor at Crittenden Middle 

School. Bridge students and families will also benefit from the fact 
that Bonnie is a certified college counselor.

Mike Speckman, Director of Admissions at St. Francis, says that 
Saint Francis is “eager to continue the pride and traditions Bridge 
has established. As the Admissions Director at 
Saint Francis, I have had the pleasure of meet-
ing students and families that were in the Bridge 
program. They were extremely proud to be in a 
program that allowed them to continue to develop 
skills in the summer.” Stacey Ho will be the Site 
Director for Saint Francis. Before joining the Saint 
Francis community, Stacey, who is a guidance 
counselor and college advisor, worked in public 
middle and high schools in the East Bay.

Dawn Carleton will lead our 5th and 6th grade 
summer program at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Day 
School.  Dawn currently teaches 5th grade at St. 
Matthew’s, and serves as the social studies curric-
ulum chair.  Before coming to St. Matthew’s, Dawn 
served as director of education at Sylvan Learning 
Center, and taught 4th grade at the International 
Christian School. 

Welcome aboard Bonnie, Stacey, and Dawn!

Lights! Camera! TA in Action!
Nicole Crisci
Nicole is a great example of the power 
of our teacher assistants (TA’s) and the 
important role they play in our
organization.  Nicole came to Peninsula 
Bridge through her 8th grade teacher, 
Brendan Gummerson who was the site 
director at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Day 
School.  As a sophomore TA, “I had an 
opportunity to see all of the work and 
energy that goes into teaching.  I had no idea.  I have always liked 
tutoring and working with kids so Peninsula Bridge was a good fit.”  

Nicole was not only a TA in our program, but she also volunteered 
to create a video for the Valparaiso Bowl, an annual football game 
between Sacred Heart Prep and Menlo School that raises money for 
the Bridge program. After putting in 2-3 hours of filming, another 4-5 
hours of editing, Nicole delivered a polished and effective video that 
was played at the Valparaiso Bowl kick-off at both Menlo and Sacred 
Heart Schools and went viral on the internet.

When asked what she likes about Peninsula Bridge, Nicole replies 
“Bridge is a great program.  Seeing how much the kids improve, how 
motivated they are and how much they appreciate the opportunity to 
come to Bridge really inspires me”. Bridge is a family affair with the 
Crisci’s.  Her mother, Tina, attended a tour at St. Matthew’s last 
summer and her sister, Amanda currently tutors Bridge students at 
St. Matthew’s after school. Thank you, Nicole, 
for sharing your time and talents with Bridge 
and our students!

Thank you to the following foundations and corporations for supporting Peninsula Bridge:
Foundations:  Atkinson Foundation · DPR Foundation · Koret Foundation · Leslie Family Foundation · 

Morgan Family Foundation · David and Lucille Packard Foundation
Sand Hill Foundation · Silicon Valley Community Foundation · Sobrato Foundation · SV2 · TOSA Foundation · Westly Foundation · YWCA of the Mid-Peninsula

Corporations:  Borel Private Bank and Trust · Cisco · Comerica Bank · Conceptus · DPR Corporation · eBay Foundation · Genentech · 
Intel · Lockheed Martin Foundation · Microsoft · Morrison and Foerster · Robert Half International ·SanDisk 

Dr. Bonnie Traymore

Dawn Carleton

Stacey Ho

Nicole Crisci

By the Numbers: Bridge Class of 2006
 It is a wonderful thing that after more than two decades of doing 
this work, we can talk about the success of our Bridge alumni. A 
study of our Class of 2006, high school class of 2011, reflects that:
• > 95% of Bridge alumni complete high school on time, as  

compared with 25% of their same age peers 
• The majority of these graduates go on to post-secondary       

education
These are numbers of which we can be proud, since many of our 
students are the first in their family to graduate from high school, 
not to mention continuing on to college.


